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Robot Diaries

Motivation: Increase participation of middle school
girls in science and technology activities and
studies

Method: Include girls in participatory design
workshops to discover compelling technology
experiences

Learning Goals: Improved motivation and
confidence, technical knowledge, design skills




Why Girls?

Figure 3. Portion of Bachelor's Degrees Granted to Women
Source: National Science Foundation. Data were not reported for 1999,
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Why Middle School?

A Girls and women drop out of technology
education in greater proportions to men at
every level, starting at middle school.

A Drop out linked to diverging levels of
confidence in use of technology at the
start of adolescence.

A Students may use technology differently.

Schoenberg, 2001; Fredrics and Eccles, 2002




Existing Robotics Programs

A FIRST LEGO League,
BEST and Botball

I Competitions
| Large, intense
I Male dominated




